EQUIPMENT LIST FOR MEAL SERVICE SY20-21

As districts prepare for the 2020-2021 school year Food and Nutrition
Services departments are considering meal service options and equipment
needs given the unique circumstances brought on by the coronavirus pandemic.

This resource captures new and existing equipment items that can be used to serve meals to students in classrooms,
hallways, the cafeteria, or to go home throughout the existing pandemic environment. This document will continue to
be updated as we become aware of useful items that schools are using to successfully implement meal delivery (Last
updated 7/23/20).

REPURPOSING & RE-USING ITEMS
What schools may already have:
o

Carts, coolers, salad bars, bun racks, shelves with casters, dollies, refrigerators, storage spaces, and catering
equipment.

How can you repurpose these items? Below are some innovative ideas/solutions that school nutrition leaders nationwide
have shared:
o

Breakfast carts: you can use these to deliver meals (both breakfast and lunch) to the classroom. Also, you can
add casters (cart wheels) to shelves, and use bun pan/bread racks as needed for food delivery. Kitchen carts can
also be used to deliver meals. Feeling creative? Decorating kitchen carts with poster paper can improve
presentation.

o

Containers: utilize existing containers in storage.
• The following items can be used to hold these items:
o Disposable cups: pastas, rice dishes, potato bowls, fruits/vegetables and soup;
o Clamshells: cold items, salads, sandwiches/wraps, protein packs;
o Paper wrap: cold sandwiches/wraps, and designed or colorful paper for promotional days;
o Foil wrap: hot sandwiches/wraps, burgers, hot dogs, tacos, burritos;
o Plastic wrap: containers without lids, trays of food.
•

Rolling ice caddies can be used to roll meals out, or as mobile milk boxes.

•

Salad bars can be used as milk storage and delivery carts.

•

Smaller refrigeration units can be used to store items temporarily.

•

Red milk dollies can be used to transport items to the classroom.

•

Ice cream freezers can be used to keep milk cold.

Tips:

 Items can be made mobile by adding wheels/casters to them.
 Look at what you already have in your kitchens, storage and catering departments then determine
how to use/re-purpose those items.
 Share ideas with other FNS directors and staff.
 Essential items will include: packaging and disposable items; carts and coolers.
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Below are estimated costs for a variety of equipment that could be used to serve meals efficiently to students. Prices will
vary based on your school district’s vendor contracts.
The examples provided are not product recommendations. There are many vendors and product variations that
will suit your needs. We recommend you check with your procurement process to research the best equipment
costs for your needs.

Packaging Items
For Meal Delivery
ITEM

DESCRIPTION
PACKAGING MACHINE
Manually operated, sealing 6-8 packages per minute
(can buy or lease), if lease must buy containers.
Example: Oliver sealer
$ Price depends on the amount of sealing containers
that are used per year. Contact vendor for pricing.
PACKAGING MEALS
Trays, film and sealing equipment.
Example: Form Plastics
$$2,475 + Price depends on the amount of sealing
containers that are used per year. Contact vendor for
pricing.
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FOOD PACKAGING
Bags designed to withstand hot and cold
temperatures, Techni -ice to keep products cold or hot,
and heavy-duty tape sealers.
Example: Ekonopac
$ Prices vary depending on items chosen
BAG SEALING TAPE MACHINE
Used to seal bags to keep items fresh.

Example: Innoseal
$55-$95
Amazon: $55.00 for machine (tape refills: 56 rolls
$95.00)
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REUSABLE MEAL CONTAINERS
To reduce waste there are reusable food containers
(dishwasher safe).

Example: Hubert
$3.98-$10 each

Equipment for Food Transport
To Classrooms and other areas
THERMAL BAG
These come in multiple sizes (red and blue shown for
size comparisons). Higher priced ones are typically
better quality, last longer, and keep better
temperature.
Example: Sterno
$60-$160
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MEAL TRANSPORT BIN WITH LID
This item is used for shelf stable breakfast delivery to
classroom or offering from a grab n go station.
Example: Orbis
$12

EXAMPLE CART/BAG SET-UP
This set up is used for delivering meals in the
classroom. Hot items are usually held in the red
cooler, and cold items in the blue. Note this is THREE
SEPARATE PIECES when you purchase it. Estimated
$ amount is for all THREE pieces.
Example: Sterno
$250-$280

Storage Serving Options
MILK COOLER
These milk coolers are typically used if additional milk
storage in the kitchen is required. Shown 12 or 16
crate depending on needs.
Example: Beverage-Air
$1,800-$2,400
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REFRIGERATED AIR SCREENS
This item is used to keep items cool as they display
drinks, and or prepackaged grab- and-go snacks.
Example: Avantco
$3,000 +
HOT/COLD MOBILE CABINETS
Cold mobile cabinets, prices vary depending on size
and quality. Contact local equipment representative
for options.
Example: Avantco
$200-$1,700
Depending on size

Rolling Carts
For Meal Delivery (inside and outside)
ITEM

DESCRIPTION
ROLLING CART
Fits up to 6 classrooms (thermal bags and bins are put
on the cart).
Example: Hubert
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$635
ROLLING CART
Fits up to 4 classrooms (thermal bags and bins are put
on the cart).
Example: Hubert
$328
HAND TRUCK
Used when breakfasts are picked up directly from the
kitchen in a cooler bag and delivered to classroom.
Hand trucks are also used to return the bags to the
cafeteria.
Example: Sterno
$65
LARGE 4 SHELF ROLLING CART
Used to transport thermal bags and trays to hallways
and classrooms. Amount that can fit on the cart,
depends on the size of the cart purchased.
Cart can also be used in the grab n go model. Set up
trays/baskets of food on each shelf, milk and juice in
crates on the bottom, and serve from cart.
Example: Metro
$500-$700
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MILK DOLLY
Used to transport boxes of heavy and bulky products
to meal serving areas.
Example: Webstaurantstore
$95-$105
Depending on size
BASKET SHELVES
Basket shelves - May be able to convert existing
shelving units.
Example: Webstaurantstore
$75 +

SHEET PAN RACKS
Sheet pan racks can be used to deliver meals to the
classroom/other areas.

Example: Webstaurantstore
$290 +
Example of Cambro Camshelving Ultimate 12
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Grab n Go/ Kiosks
GRAB N GO CARTS
This is a type of Grab n Go breakfast cart. Colorful
bins are used to hold meal components.
Example: Hubert
$1200-$1500

FOLDING GRAB N GO CART
These carts are easy to relocate and can fold up to fit
in a 2’ X 2’ space.
Example: Piper
$ 1,999 +

GRAB N GO CART
Can accommodate 3 full size food pans within well; no
built-in ice bin or heat source.
Example: Hubert
$1800-$2500
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GRAB N GO CART
Customizable snack kiosk with built-in insulated ice
bin with drain.
Example: Lakeside
$5,500

Water
Serving Options
ITEM

DESCRIPTION
WATER BOTTLE REFILL
Bottle Refill Stations (with only the water bottle filler
on).

Example: Elkay
$1000-1500
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LARGE WATER COOLERS

Large Water Coolers. Staff members can serve the
water.
Example: Webstaurantstore
$75-$250
Depending on size
DRINKING WATER
Country Pure 4 Oz Cups. See vendor/food service
contract for specific pricing per piece.
Example: CountryPure
$ Price dependent on contract with vendor.
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Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
Including handwashing and sanitization stations
ITEM

DESCRIPTION
FACE SHIELD
Clear medical full-face protection shield with elastic
band.
Example: Gmesupply
$3.99 each

HAND SANITATION STATIONS
Sanitizer Stands (stationary or mobile)

Example: Amazon
$60-$250
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DISINFECTING WIPES STAND
Floor stand with sign holder, wipes and trash can
holder.

Example: Hubert
$100-$150

PPE ACCESS STATIONS
PPE check-in stations provide mobile secure PPE
storage and access, and can store back-up supplies.
Example: Metro
$200-$1200

PORTABLE HANDWASHING STATION
Cambro 2.5 Gallon portable handwashing station with
soap and roll paper.
Example: Webstaurantstore
$250 +
Depending on size
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HAND SINK CART
Lakeside 9620 portable self-contained stainless steel
hand sink cart with hot water faucet and soap
dispenser.
Example: Webstaurantstore
$3,500.

SAFETY SHIELDS
Counter safety shields (clear shower liner may also be
considered as hanging partition).
Example: Hubert
$ 80+
American metal craft plexiglass barriers.
Example: Webstaurantstore
$ Varies depending on how area is outfitted.
SOCIAL DISTANCING SIGNAGE
Customizable Social distancing signage and more.
Some districts are using tape/cones and various
markings on tables and floors to ensure students stay
separate while waiting be served or know where to sit
if eating in the cafeteria.
Example: Loveyourlunchroom
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$ 3.00 +
Depends on quantity
CAFETERIA & CLASSROOM SAFETY
You can purchase tables with safety dividers or see if
your tables can be fitted with safety dividers.
Example: PalmerHamilton

$ 840 for panels
Prices vary depending on quantity ordered.
PRE-ORDER PICK UP STATIONS
Contactless pick-up stations and warmers.
Example: Webstaurantstore
$ 480-$560
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Refrigerators and Freezers
REFRIGERATOR
Example: Webstaraunt
$2000-$4000 depending on size
~$2200 for a 1-door
~$3200 for a 2-door

FREEZER
Example: Webstaraunt
$2500-$4500
~$2800 for a 1-door
~$4000 for a 2-door
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Point of Services (POS) System
iPad
Used for mobile accountability systems.
$250-$500

WIRELESS REGISTER
Work with your school IT department to determine
what is the best solution for your school.
$1,000-$1,500

PIN PADS
Work with your school IT department to determine
what is the best solution for your school.
$200-$700
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SOFTWARE LICENSES
Schools usually add a license to their already existing
software that they are using for school meals. If they
are selecting a new software for their meal programs,
they typically work with a specification list of their
needs and their IT department to select potential
vendors for providing the solutions that they need to
operate and claim meals.

$200-$700

Online Ordering
There are many meal ordering applications out there
(e.g. Google doc., Choosi, Linq, Meal Magic,
LunchApp). These are a few that are being mentioned.
Some
meal
ordering modules may
work
independently of meal software. You may want to
check with your accountability software to see if there
are online ordering modules that you can access.
Example: Nutrislice
$ varies
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Smoothie Machines
SMOOTHIE MACHINES
Commercial grade, small blender- used for breakfast
smoothies.
Example: Waring
$300-$750

Cleaning Supplies
SANITATION WIPES FOR CLASSROOMS
6 count per case
Example: Purell
$70 per case of 6
BROWN BAGS
500 count per case; for classrooms to collect waste
11” x 7”
Example: Duro
$28 for 500
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WHITE BAGS
For classrooms to collect leftover food items (sealed,
unbitten)
Example: Duro
$20 for 500
CLASSROOM SORTING BIN
Recommended that schools/classrooms only receive
these bins if they are set up/trained to do sorting
Example: ULINE
$6.55 per bin
HALLWAY TRASH COLLECTION STATION
Example: Lavex
$27 per can; $30 per dolly (not shown)

1 GALLON LEFTOVER MILK COLLECTION JUG
This is used to collect leftover milk to keep it from filling
the garbage cans or collecting in classroom sink
drains.
Example: uline.com
$3.89
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