
Healthy School Meals for All (HSM4A) - State Laws 
 

A Quick Guide 
 

This table depicts only enacted legislation. Laws require participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) unless otherwise noted.  
For pending legislation, see this list of active legislation. For historical legislation, see this resource of past HSM4A/CEP legislation and approaches.  
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State Bill Effective 
Date 

Require Free 
Meal Service  
(School Type)1 

Require 
CEP2 Funding3   

Projected Cost  
(millions) Fiscal 

Note 
URL 

Budget Request/Appropriation  
(millions) 

 
Additional New State 
Funding Authorized 
in Conjunction with 

HSM4A 

Past 
ERP4 

FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25 FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25 

CA A.B.130 7/9/21 
Yes5 

(Public K-12, 
Charter) 

Yes 
Ongoing 
Budget 

Authority  
- - - - - 

 
$650  

(total ongoing 
funds to 

implement 
starting SY22-

23) 

$1,6476 
(appropriation) - - -$150m nutrition training & 

kitchen infrastructure  No 

CO 
 

H.B.22-
1414 12/27/227 

Yes – for 
schools opting 
in to HSM4A  

(Public) 

Yes 
Subject to 
Available 

Appropriations 
$0.212 $115.5  $71.5-

$101.5 
$71.5-
$101.5 

Fiscal 
Note - $115.38 

(appropriation) - - 
-Up to $9.5m for local food 
purchasing grants 
-$7.6m for employee wages 
-$400,000 for program audit 

Yes 

MA 
H.5050 8/2/22 No No One-Year 

Appropriation N/A - N/A - - N/A $110  
(appropriation) N/A N/A - 

No 
H.4040 8/9/23 Yes Yes9 One-Year 

Appropriation N/A N/A - - - N/A N/A $171.5 
(appropriation) N/A - 

ME 

H.P.156- 
L.D.221 7/1/21 Yes 

(Public) Yes Ongoing 
Budget 

Authority 

$34.0  $34.0  $34.0  - Fiscal 
Note 

$2710  
(appropriation) 

$28.911 
(appropriation) 

$28.9 
(appropriation) - - 

Yes 
H.P1544-
L.D.2041 5/12/22 Yes 

(Some Private) No $0.5 - - - Fiscal 
Note $0.5 - - - - 

MI S.B.0173 7/20/2023 
Yes – 

Contingent on 
Funding 

(Public, PreK-12) 

Yes One-Year 
Appropriation $2.5 $160 N/A N/A Fiscal 

Note $2.5 $160 N/A N/A -Up to $2.5m for meal debt 
forgiveness No 

MN H.F.5 3/18/23 

Yes – for 
schools opting 
in to HSM4A12 
(Public, Private, 

Charter) 

Yes Two-Year 
Appropriation N/A N/A $190.1  $197.5  Fiscal 

Note N/A N/A $216.813 
(appropriation) 

$224.7 
(appropriation) - Yes 

NM  S.B.4 7/1/23 Yes 
(Public, Charter) Yes 

Subject to 
Available 

Appropriations 
N/A N/A $29.2-

40.2  
$29.2-
40.2  

Fiscal 
Note N/A N/A $22.614 

(appropriation) - 

-Local foods incentive – 
greater of $1,000 or $0.10*# 
of qualifying lunches; ≥75% 
for unprocessed/minimally 
processed products;   

Yes 

https://www.quorum.us/spreadsheet/external/yVptEwArhBfZklfwTTTY/
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/resource/universal-free-school-meals-community-eligibility-provision-current-landscape-state
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB130
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4519
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4519
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4519
http://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/2022a_1414_signed.pdf
http://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/2022a_1414_signed.pdf
http://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022A/bills/fn/2022a_hb1414_f1.pdf
http://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022A/bills/fn/2022a_hb1414_f1.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H5050
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/H4040
https://legislature.maine.gov/ros/LawsOfMaine/breeze/Law/getDocById/?docId=90826
https://legislature.maine.gov/ros/LawsOfMaine/breeze/Law/getDocById/?docId=90826
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_130th/fiscalpdfs/FN167901.pdf
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_130th/fiscalpdfs/FN167901.pdf
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=2041&PID=1456&snum=130
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=2041&PID=1456&snum=130
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_130th/fiscalpdfs/FN204103.pdf
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_130th/fiscalpdfs/FN204103.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(fiukszkqkr3dxyaofoqyfbo3))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2023-SB-0173
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billanalysis/House/pdf/2023-HLA-0173-53312E0F.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billanalysis/House/pdf/2023-HLA-0173-53312E0F.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2023/0/Session+Law/Chapter/18/
https://mn.gov/mmbapps/fnsearchlbo/?number=HF5&year=2023
https://mn.gov/mmbapps/fnsearchlbo/?number=HF5&year=2023
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/23%20Regular/final/SB0004.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/23%20Regular/firs/SB0004.PDF
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/23%20Regular/firs/SB0004.PDF
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State Bill Effective 
Date 

Require Free 
Meal Service  
(School Type) 

Require 
CEP Funding  

Projected Cost  
(millions) Fiscal 

Note 
URL 

Budget Request/Appropriation  
(millions) 

 
Additional New State 
Funding Authorized 
in Conjunction with 

HSM4A 

Past 
ERP 

FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25 FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25 

NV15 
 

Finance 
Cmte 

Hearing 
 

6/21/22 
12/15/22 No No Obligated 

ARPA Funds 
$75.9 
(initial 

request) 
$52.8  - - - 

$75.9  
(Initial request) 

 
$51.2  
(spent) 

$28.2  
(Supplement to 
initial request) 

N/A N/A - No 

VT 

S.100 7/1/22 
Yes 

(Public, Approved 
Independent) 

Yes One-Year 
Appropriation N/A $29  $37  - Fiscal 

Note N/A $29  N/A N/A - Yes 

H.165 7/1/23 
Yes 

(Public, Approved 
Independent) 

Yes One-Year 
Appropriation N/A N/A $29  - Fiscal 

Note N/A N/A $29 N/A 

-Local foods incentive grant 
of $0.15-0.25 per 
reimbursable lunch for 
eligible entity based on 
percentage of locally 
produced food 

Yes 

 

 
WA 

 
H.B.1238 7/23/23 

Yes 
(Public, K-4th 
grade, ≥30% 

F/RP)16 
Yes 

Contingent on 
Specific 

Appropriation 
(i.e. null and 
void clause) 

N/A N/A $7.43
17 

$16 
(& each 
yr. there-

after) 

Fiscal 
Note N/A N/A $7.4318 - - Yes 

 
 

1 Legislation includes a requirement that schools/districts make breakfast and lunch available to all students at no cost.  
2 Legislation includes requirement that schools/districts adopt CEP, if eligible, and/or to maximize federal reimbursement/participation in CEP, including as a condition for receiving state funds. 
3 Note: funding to implement HSM4A is sometimes appropriated through a budget/appropriations bill that is separate from authorizing legislation that establishes a HSM4A program or no-cost meal service requirement. 
4 ERP: Eliminate reduced-price (i.e. eliminated co-payments for students eligible for reduced-price meals) 
5 Applies regardless of whether a school district participates in NSLP or SBP. However, NSLP and SBP participation is required for state reimbursement. https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sn/documents/umpfinalguidelines.docx   
6 Amount for “Child Nutrition Programs” included in Budget Act of 2023 (SB 101), part of which supports reimbursement for HSM4A. 
7 Upon proclamation by the Governor. 
8 Appropriated via S.B.23-221.  
9 In 2021, MA enacted H.3999, which requires districts/schools with an ISP of 60% or more to elect CEP, and individual schools with an ISP of 50% or greater to elect CEP, with exceptions. 
10 Appropriated via H.P.1482-L.D.1995. 
11 Appropriated via H.P.257-L.D.424. 
12 Not a pure opt-in structure. Schools that participate in NSLP must also participate in the free school meals program, which in turn requires a school to participate in SBP.  
13 Appropriated via H.F.2497. 
14 Appropriated via H.B.2. 
15 Obligated unspent funds, which did not require passage of legislation. 
16 Schools with ≥40% of students who qualify for free and reduced-price (F/RP) meals for SY23-24 only, and ≥30% for SY24-25 and thereafter.  
17 Projected cost for meal reimbursements. Projected cost of original bill that included all schools was $197.1 million.  
18 Appropriated via S.B.5187.  

https://www.quorum.us/spreadsheet/external/yVptEwArhBfZklfwTTTY/
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/resource/universal-free-school-meals-community-eligibility-provision-current-landscape-state
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Interim2021/Meeting/24291?committeeId=1773
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Interim2021/Meeting/24291?committeeId=1773
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Interim2021/Meeting/24291?committeeId=1773
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Interim2021/Meeting/24291?committeeId=1773
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/Docs/ACTS/ACT151/ACT151%20As%20Enacted.pdf
https://ljfo.vermont.gov/assets/Publications/As-Passed-by-the-General-Assembly/95affd1331/GENERAL-362327-v2-S_100_fiscal_note_ammended_by_Ways_and_Means.pdf
https://ljfo.vermont.gov/assets/Publications/As-Passed-by-the-General-Assembly/95affd1331/GENERAL-362327-v2-S_100_fiscal_note_ammended_by_Ways_and_Means.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/H.165
https://ljfo.vermont.gov/assets/Publications/2023-2024-House-BIlls/b2a9b6ea04/GENERAL-367958-v3-H_165_Fiscal_Note_SenateAmend.pdf
https://ljfo.vermont.gov/assets/Publications/2023-2024-House-BIlls/b2a9b6ea04/GENERAL-367958-v3-H_165_Fiscal_Note_SenateAmend.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1238&Year=2023
https://fnspublic.ofm.wa.gov/FNSPublicSearch/Search/bill/1238/68
https://fnspublic.ofm.wa.gov/FNSPublicSearch/Search/bill/1238/68
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sn/documents/umpfinalguidelines.docx
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB101
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb23-221
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280082904
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=424&PID=1456&snum=131
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF2497&ssn=0&y=2023
https://nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=2&year=23
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5187&Year=2023

