Participation in School Meals is Returning to Pre-Pandemic Levels

School breakfast and school lunch participation increased by over 1 million kids last year.

Eating school meals has a real, powerful impact on kids. For the millions of children who receive a free or reduced-price school breakfast or lunch, these nutritious, convenient and
affordable meals fill in the gaps that many kids are missing at home by increasing their health and overall well-being.
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https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/2023StateBriefingBook?tab=state-legislation-dashboard
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/direct-certification-medicaid-demonstration-project
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/direct-certification-medicaid-demonstration-project
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/programs/community-eligibility-provision
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47 =7/ 28 -2
138 6 65 6
173 -15 97 -17
26 -11 12 -3
419 -29 278 31
152 -39 111 -12
1,401 -50 754 9
676 -30 416 23
32 -7 18 0
601 -76 360 -16
295 9 167 -24
169 -47 89 -23
708 -12 422 50
42 -11 24 -3
425 40 255 28
42 -6 21 -2
446 -81 286 -36
2,752 -61 1,666 -91
137 -13 50 -14
27 -2 18 1
512 29 335 51
310 -27 160 -8
142 -26 118 -2
277 -32 155 -2
22 -1 10 -2

School Meals Participation Data Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture National Data Bank v8.2 for the months of September through December 2023.
1 - States with legislation and funding for expanded free school meals access in 2023-2024 school year (source)



https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/2023StateBriefingBook?tab=state-legislation-dashboard
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