
Increasing Food Security Among 
Young Children (0-5 year olds)

A No Kid Hungry Grant Opportunity



Grant Opportunity Basics 

• Grants due December 18, 2020. This is a firm deadline so we can 
review and make awards as quickly as possible.
• Timing on review and awards depends on the response. We are committed to 

a quick turnaround, given the urgency of the situation. 

• Applications and the access code can be found here: 
http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/sites/default/files/2020-
11/Increase%20Food%20Security%20Among%20Young%20Children%
20Grant%20Opportunity.pdf
• Keep the instructions near you as you apply. You will need the access code 

that is listed on this page. 

http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/Increase%20Food%20Security%20Among%20Young%20Children%20Grant%20Opportunity.pdf


Grants are for community 
organizations, early child 
care centers & healthcare 

providers

We are especially eager 
to support organizations 
who have authentically 
engaged the community 

to develop innovative 
programs

Funds will be prioritized 
to support orgs & 

projects…for maximizing 
participating in the child 

nutrition programs

Grant Priorities



Use of Funds
Here are examples of 

how funds can be used

Funding can cover these items: 

We will NOT cover costs not 
related to increasing access to 
food security. This includes, for 

example, toys, books, 
renovations to the facility (ie, 
new floors, roofs, playground 

equipment)



Instructions

Please read this carefully and 
keep this nearby when you apply. 

The access code can be found 
here. 



Grant Portal Tips

Please provide enough detail so 
we understand what you are 

trying to do and why. The more 
detail the better. 

While not every question is “required,” 
we strongly recommend you provide as 
much information as you can so we can 

understand what you are proposing, 
why and why we should fund you versus 
all the other applications we received. 



Racial equity is important! Tell us 
how you work with and develop 
solutions with the community 

you serve



Budget Info

Look back at the info for what we fund. 
Please provide detail so we understand what 
you are proposing, and how it relates to your 

objectives and community  need.  

We will NOT cover costs not related to 
increasing access to food security. This 

includes, for example, toys, books, 
renovations to the facility (ie, new floors, 

roofs, playground equipment)



Grant Technology Tips

• If you need assistance with any technical issues such as 
resetting your username or password, please contact the 
Grant portal support: No Kid Hungry Grants Help Desk -
GrantsHelpDesk@strength.org

• If possible, use Google Chrome to complete the application

mailto:GrantsHelpDesk@strength.org


Grant Technology Tips

If you have never registered 
with the No Kid Hungry 
grants platform, please click 
on “New User” to create an 
account.



Grant Technology Tips

When you get to the last section of the application, 
you are NOT done and your application has NOT 
been submitted. You must click on “REVIEW your 
Answers” which will take you to the next section 
with the “Submit” button.



Frequently Asked Questions
Common Questions Answers

Are non 501c3s are eligible for the grant? Yes, as long as we are funding for charitable purposes

Can cities/schools/district/WIC agencies apply? Yes. They are also encouraged to apply with a partner. 

Are you focused on specific parts of the country? No, but we will keep diversity in mind as we make awards

How many grants will you award? Depends on how many applications we receive and grant funding requests 

Can we apply for our work to support children in kindergarten and  upwards? This grant is intended to support children between the ages of 0-5 and their families. 

We use CACPF for meals; can we apply for grants to support families outside our school/program 
hours?

Yes! 

Can we apply for funds to increase participation in CACFP? Absolutely! 

Is your deadline firm? Yes, we want to review applications and make awards as quickly as possible

Would transportation to health care, programs like WIC, SNAP, food pantries, local community 
action programs and mobile food pantries be eligible? 

Yes!

Is it possible to apply for more than one grant from NKH at a time? Yes

We received a grant in 2020, I just want to make sure that we are eligible to apply again. Yes

Is it possible to apply for more than one grant from NKH at a time? Yes, however, we recommend you only submit one application per organization for the 
“Early Childhood” opportunity. 

I’m having programs with the website/grant portal/logging on… Email: grantshelpdesk@strength.org



Frequently Asked Questions
Common Questions Answers

Do funds need to be spent by the end of 2021? If so is it the calendar year of the fiscal year? The grant year is one full calendar, starting in January 2021 through December 2021. 

What time EST will the grants portal close on December 18
th

? The portal will close at 12am EST. 

Are government agencies eligible? Yes, government agencies are eligible to apply. 

Can these funds only be used for children or their parents/caregivers too? Funds are primarily intended for children, but can be used for parents/caregivers as 
well.

Will you include supporting breastfeeding as addressing food security for families? Yes, projects to support breastfeeding are eligible.

Can both for-profit and not-for-profit programs apply? Yes, both for-profit and not-for-profit programs are eligible to apply.

Are school districts eligible to apply and/or public education foundations that serve kids ages birth 
to 5?

Yes, school districts and public education foundations that serve kids ages 0-5 are 
eligible to apply.

Can we use grant funds to distribute grocery cards to children and their families? Yes, you may include grocery cards in your application. 

Is this grant available to homeless shelter that provides services for pregnant women and their 
children?

Yes, as long as the age range of children is 0-5

Would you consider funding programs slightly outside 0-5 age range? We are specifically looking for 0-5 age range. 

Has this grant been given before? If so, can you give examples of programs that were awarded? This is the first time the grant will be awarded. Please see the Grant Announcement for 
examples of fundable requests.

Is immigration status going to be an issue? Can undocumented children be included in the service? This grant can serve any children from 0-5 from any immigration status. 

Can funds be used to purchase large items, like trucks/vans for delivery, walk in coolers? Yes, this and similar items can be requested in your application. 



Frequently Asked Questions
Common Questions Answers

Can we use grant fund for programs that are conducting outreach to help with food insecurity, and 
are we providing benefits access support?

You are encouraged to include your application activities such as those that you 

mentioned, if it helps increase food access for children 0-5. 

Would you consider providing support for an add-on to an agency’s implementation of a national 
program such as Healthy Families?

Yes, add-on to agencies are permissible. 

How should we approach questions that may not apply to our program? Please answer questions as best as possible. If a question does not apply, please explain 
throughout the narrative portions of the application.

Can child care centers who are in the CACFP also apply? Yes.

Does this grant require match/leverage? No.

Would Mutual Housing qualify? Yes.

Would programs/proposals be penalized if the submitting agencies plans last for 6 months as 
opposed to 12 months?

Please submit proposals for any length of time that does not exceed 1-year. 

Are there templates to be used for budget and reports? Budgets and reports will be submitted via an online grants portal. Budgets will include 
budget category, description, and amount for the request. 

We are on a CACFP right now we are getting our food from a school district but that is coming to an 
end in December. How can this program help us when we will have to start preparing meals on site?

We cannot fund what CACFP is funding. If you will not be getting CACFP, you can apply 
for funds, but please make it clear in your application that you are not receiving CACFP 
funding. 

Does this grant covers staff salaries for those individuals assisting families to apply for SNAP, etc? Yes, staff salaries directly related to the activities in the application are permissible.

Would this grant need to be for a specific project, or could it cover operational expenses to keep an 
early childcare center open and keep children fed?

We prefer to fund specific projects to increase food access for kids age 0-5versus 
general operating expenses.



Frequently Asked Questions
Common Questions Answers

I understand you don't want to fund food itself, but it is an allowable expense. Can you give 

examples of kinds of situations where you'd fund some food as part of the project?
Food is an allowable expense and examples of ways it can be included are take-home 

groceries, backpack program, for food pantry, etc. 

Is this a one-time funding opportunity? Will funds be available in 2022? It is a one-time grant. 

Do we have to follow the CCFP guideline? No.


