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RURAL COMMUNITIES LEADING THE WAY:
INTRODUCING LOCAL FOODS TO MEAL SERVICE

1. Partner with Local/ Regional Businesses
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2. Buy Direct from Farmers

Aloha Harvest – Hawaii
At the beginning of COVID, many local farmers and fisheries had to divert their produce from 

restaurants and hotels to local food rescue organizations such as Aloha Harvest. Aloha Harvest took 

this momentum and newfound connections to local food distributors, auction houses, farmers, and 

fishermen to create their community harvest programs. These programs purchased fruits, vegetables, 

and even fish at "pack and pick" prices that can be directly distributed to their grocery distribution sites. 

Aloha Harvest also began a gleaning program where they utilized volunteers to harvest fresh fruits 

from fruit trees on private property and local farms.

Lowcountry Food Bank – South Carolina



3. Combine with Education

Need more supply chain navigation tips?

Quality Care for Children – Farm to Early Childcare - Georgia

http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/resource/tips-navigating-supply-chain-disruptions
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12fZglzvVmwmKvM5OSgVhK5LZ05gfHQmT8-Xlwh1MPck/edit?usp=sharing

