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About Us

• Share Our Strength has one bold but achievable 

priority:

WE’RE ENDING CHILDHOOD 

HUNGER IN AMERICA TODAY.

• Our innovative No Kid Hungry model is the 

means to accomplish this goal.

• The No Kid Hungry network is feeding children 

daily where they live, learn and play. We find 

children facing the greatest need across the 

country, and then make every dollar count by 

investing in smart solutions that will end childhood 

hunger once and for all.

• Our focus is on sustainable change, the 

difference between just feeding a child today and 

making sure that children in the United States 

never go hungry again. 
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Summer is the 
Hungriest Time of the Year
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This summer, we have the chance to 

make change that matters.   
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Childhood hunger in America is a 

solvable problem, and No Kid 

Hungry is building a network of 

problem solvers.

This year, Congress is taking a 

new look at the law that governs 

our summer meals programs

through the Child Nutrition 

Reauthorization process. 

In 2015, Congress has the 

chance to enact policies that 

would feed kids more effectively 

and efficiently.

The end result? More kids in the 

United States getting the healthy 

food they need in the 

summertime. 



It’s Time to Improve the Summer 

Meals Program 

is the additional amount 

low-income families 

spend on groceries each 

month during summer

of eligible kids live in 

communities not allowed 

to serve free meals at 

open sites because of 

outdated program rules

of low-income families 

say it’s harder to make 

ends meet during 

the summer



ENGAGING ELECTED OFFICIALS THIS SUMMER



Improving the Summer Meals Program  

Through Engaging Elected Officials

 Three ways elected officials can make a difference:

1. Visit a summer meals site 

2. Raise awareness in the media

3. Promote the program to constituents



Visit a Summer Meals Site

 Inviting an elected official to visit a summer meals site is a 

great way to engage them in the program

• Learn more about the program from site staff

• Talk to parents and kids about the importance of summer 

meals

• Hear about challenges and opportunities faced by summer 

meals program

• Raise awareness through media outreach 



Visit a Summer Meals Site:

 Greater Chicago Food Depository

Former Rep. 
Brad Schneider 
(IL-10) 

Rep. Tammy 
Duckworth (IL-8) 

Rep. Jan 
Schakowsky 
(IL-9)

Rep. Mike Quigley 
(IL-5)



Telling Your Story Through Site Visits

Use this opportunity to 

highlight the changes 

you’re hoping to see in 

CNR

What story do you want 

to tell?

• Rural

• Safety concerns

• Weather



Planning a Site Visit: How-To

Work with district and DC offices to 

schedule the visit
• Request the visit now – schedules book up!

 Offer the official a speaking 

opportunity 

 Prepare packets 
• Include fact sheets, maps and other 

resources about hunger in the state/district.

 Visit the Center for Best Practices to 

download the toolkit 

http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/nutrition-program-sponsor-center


Raising Awareness in the Media

 Draft and distribute a media 

advisory
• Short overview of the event

• Office may also distribute 

• Elected officials attract media and 

media attracts elected officials

 Create “media moments” – any 

visit can be a media 

opportunity
• Post photos on social media

• Leverage traditional and non-

traditional media

 Tell the story you want elected 

officials to remember
• Highlight CNR priorities



Promote The Program to Constituents

 Leverage elected officials to attract 

media attention about summer 

meals
• Host a media conference call at the beginning of 

summer

• Invite media to attend kick off events

• Record a PSA about summer meals

• Write an op-ed in a local paper promoting the 

summer meals texting information

 Ask your elected officials to help get 

the word out about summer meals!
• Add a summer meals button to their website

• Share fliers in their local offices

• Promote the summer meals texting information 

through social media outreach

• Share information about summer meals in 

constituent newsletters



Resources and Materials
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www.NoKidHungry.org/summer



www.NoKidHungry.org/policy
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Thank You!
And for more information, contact Lucy Melcher!
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Thank you! 

For more information:

Lucy Melcher, Assoc. Director Advocacy, Share Our Strength 

lmelcher@strength.org

Bernadette Di Rita, Advocacy Manager, Share Our Strength 
bdirita@strength.org

Rebecca Frazin, Government Affairs Manager, 

Greater Chicago Food Depository 

rfrazin@gcfd.org
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