
How to Evaluate Progress and Report Regularly



Establishing a Regular Review Process

The final step in the planning process is to establish a regular review process to monitor progress toward annual campaign 
goals. Regular reviews are necessary to ensure plan accountability and long-term success. They provide the opportunity to 
evaluate campaign strategies and determine what is working or not working, and where it may be necessary to change 
tactics to improve results. Reviews can also help identify areas of risk and help you develop contingency plans to ensure the 
team has the resources and support needed to move forward.

The format and timing of campaign reviews will vary based on program plans and priorities. The stakeholders, data, and 
other inputs needed for each review may also differ based on your scope of work. This document contains reporting best 
practices and key questions to help you establish processes to evaluate and report campaign progress.



Before You Begin

The following inputs are needed to evaluate and report on campaign progress:
• Progress toward annual campaign plan, milestones, and timeline
• Updated federal nutrition program participation data for the current program year as applicable to your plan

• National School Lunch Program
• School Breakfast Program
• Child and Adult Care Food Program – At-Risk Afterschool Meals
• Summer Meals Programs (Summer Food Service Program + Seamless Summer Option)

• Updated program and/or participation data for nutrition education as applicable to your plan
• Spending and fundraising progress related annual campaign budget



Developing a Review Process and Schedule

It is important to establish a formal review process at the beginning of each campaign year. When determining what will work 
best for your campaign, think about the frequency, timing, and participants needed to effectively evaluate progress.

Key Questions

• How often will you need to conduct a formal progress review? Depending on strategies and the 
scope of your campaign, quarterly or semi-annual reviews are recommended, in addition to a 
deeper annual review/planning process. In between formal reviews, you should also hold 
regular check-ins with campaign staff and on-the-ground partners and stakeholders to ensure 
work is progressing according to plan.

• When should the reviews take place? The timing of data and other review components will 
likely drive your review timeline. For example, if you have established a data sharing 
relationship with your state agency and they are providing program participation data in the first 
month of each quarter, you may need to wait to hold your review until after the data is received 
and you have had time to review and analyze results.

• Who will attend your reviews? This is an opportunity to integrate both internal and external 
stakeholders, but it is critical to make sure the review is a safe space where the team can take 
a candid look at what is not working and make adjustments.



Sample Plan Review Template

Creating Reporting Templates

You will also need to determine how to document and report progress. Many No Kid Hungry campaigns create reporting 
templates to ensure complete and consistent reviews. Your review documentation should compliment the strategies, tactics, 
and milestones in your annual plan. You will also need to regularly review campaign finances and fundraising. Keep in mind 
the needs of your organization or other factors such as funder requirements may dictate the specific format and level of 
detail needed.

Sample Budget Review Template

Sample Campaign Data Review Template



Evaluating Progress

A successful campaign review requires a variety of data and information. You should assess your progress based on current 
program participation data, updates on work in campaign target areas and progress toward planned milestones and goals, 
campaign financials, fundraising data, and other factors as needed. 

Considerations

• Progress to plan. Think about the work completed to-date. Are you on track to achieve your 
annual goals? Have campaign milestones been completed according to the timeline set forth in 
your plan? Has anything changed within your campaign or in the external environment that 
could impact your speed or ability to make progress? Are there any risks or barriers? Is there 
anything you could utilize to propel your campaign work forward (e.g. new champions, 
environmental factors, new policy/mandate, etc.)

• Changes in participation. Analyze federal nutrition participation rates for each program 
applicable to your campaign. Have you made progress toward the No Kid Hungry guideposts? 
Are more children participating? Are more meals being served? Look specifically at the 
participation in your target areas and target schools.

• Campaign finances. Review campaign spending to-date. Are monthly expenses in-line with your 
budget? Are you spending according to plan? You will also need to assess fundraising progress 
to-date. Have you built a strong, sustainable pipeline of funding? Will you have enough money 
to complete the annual campaign plan? Are you likely to have a major deficit or surplus in any 
area?



Using Data and Information to Make Decisions

The final step in the process is to determine confidence in reaching annual campaign goals.
• Green – on track; no adjustment necessary.
• Yellow – concerned; additional support or reassessment of strategies is needed.
• Red – unlikely; significant change needed.

Depending on your assessment, it may be necessary to evaluate other factors or make certain decisions to help move the 
campaign forward.

• Risks – identify any areas that are at risk and develop contingency plans.
• Campaign tactics – it may be necessary to adjust work plans or shift the sequencing of work to improve results. Be 

sure to keep in mind your long-term bold goals to ensure you remain on track to achieve the No Kid Hungry goals in 
your community.

• Resource allocations – ensure the team has the appropriate resources and support needed to implement the plan.  
If you adjusted your plan, new or different resources may be needed.


